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EUROPEAN STARLINGS, WA BORDER PATROLS 

526. Hon GIZ WATSON to the Minister for Agriculture and Forestry: 
In respect of the Department of Agriculture’s program to prevent the movement of European starlings into 
Western Australia and recent reports of a starling population in Gingin, I ask - 

(1) Does the Department of Agriculture patrol the WA border for European starlings? 

(2) If no to (1), why not? 

(3) If yes to (1), how often and in what form do the patrols occur? 

(4) If yes to (1), what is the budget for the patrols? 

(5) What other measures is the Department of Agriculture taking to control European starlings? 

Hon KIM CHANCE replied: 
Again, this is a fairly lengthy answer.  I seek leave for it to be tabled and incorporated in Hansard. 
Leave granted. 

The following material was incorporated - 
 
I thank the Hon. Member for some notice of this question. 

(1) Yes, and it also extends into surveillance and trapping activities in South Australia. 

(2) Not applicable. 

(3) The Department of Agriculture has a surveillance patrol and trapping program The Head of Bight in South Australia through to 
Mundrabilla and Red Rocks Point in WA.  The trapping program uses live lure birds to trap any rogue birds that may be 
attempting to traverse into WA. 

The surveillance patrols are combined with a trap servicing program which is carried out every second day all year round, 
including public holidays and weekends.  This includes releasing any native birds that may be caught in traps. 

(4) The total budget for the 3 FTEs based at Eucla, vehicle operational costs for surveillance and the trapping program is $210,000 
per annum. 

(5) All reported sightings of starlings are followed up by experienced staff from the Department of Agriculture. 

 A shooting control program is also used between Nullarbor and Mundrabilla/Red Rock Point to eradicate any starlings that have 
failed to be trapped by the starling lure bird traps. 

 In addition research projects have commenced and will continue over the next few years.  These trials include the use of radio 
tracking using “judas” starlings, DNA analysis to determine the origin of the birds that arrive into WA, alternative trap designs, 
and the engagement of the community in starling surveillance. 

 
 


